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Williston mom makes

back to school easier
with organized mudroom

By Micholle Edalbaum
_Frew Press Siall Wrlter

WILLIST O

ina Freeman lives by the adags

“u place for everything and ev

ervthing in its place.” So k' Mi-

ting that Freeman's ultm-organ-

Cndzed  mudroom  woan bes

storage eolurion in the 2006 Betler

Homes snd Gardens Top Home Im-
PrOVEments contest,

I wnnted this room (o ook nlee be-
causd 10°s the first thing people see when
they walk in the door,” sald Freeman, 39,
af Willlston, She worked with Pereprine
Contracting to design
thie s rogng, oot filied
with custom cabinets,
racliani alate Noors and
vibrant green wills.

Even though each
famlly member his o
personal storape area,
188 mo caay taak to Keep
a mudréom tidy with
two young children, an
actbve hudband ond o
busy life. Here are
Frecman's bop v tipd
for creating o mend wmdl
TR e ety
B Think about your
noods bafors you plon
YOUr spaca,

The devil really isin
the  detalls  when I
comes (0 designing &
space  thad  agcominn-

Family mombors have
thelr own drawera and
cubbles to stare personal
effocts nnd trinkets.

Bins and shalving by the
back door is paraect for
autgolng mall, heys and
miscellaneous items,
Hiim Tupporwars, that

dates all the ahpecls 4f
vour  fifestyvle, When
Freemun was plannlng
the shoe storage area,
she meanwoed her high:

Phalng by DARIA BISHOP, for the Free Fren
Callahan Froaman, 5, Iooks theough her bag while sitting on the custom cabl
netry In har family s award-winning mudroom in thelr Willlston home, Calla-
han's mom, Dana Freeman, helped with the design and the cabinetry was
bullt by Peragine Contragting lne. o the spring of 2008,

noad to be retumed to est pair of hoots 1o

frienda.

nuthe sure ||1|,- I.,':I'|1i-r|l'!

was tall enough and
mensured her hushand's shoes so the
ciabslnots would be deep enoagh to ne-
commaodate two pairs, When she planned
hanging; space for jacketn, she measueed
the family’s longest coats lo guide di
miEnNsiens

Freeman also thousht abool plysleal
wais ol the spaewe, Shelves and bins near
the door are positioned o o pnatoral spot
for keys, purses and mail. A section of
the cubbien houdes & power outler 1o
charge phones and other electronie de-
vices,

Owverhead  cabinets provide  usciul
starnge space, bul are oo high o reach
without a stepstool, especially for Flynn,
B, and Callahan, 5 Fresmon deshgned o
deep bench’and deawers with step plat-
forms o offer a boost. In the t:mndn,'
...'||_r:..|_~|, |.|j:l|:ni:|l|;h i I:JH: H]LI'I\'L":i i|.|||.w|' 1|||-
washing machine allew detergent and
wther lguids to Aow dicectly into the ma-
chine,

B Conelder the way you five and ad-
drass problam areas.

Entevway fowes ofein become @ deope-
ping spot for sports bags, muddy shoes
wod el snowy elothes, Freemnn creaied

See ORGANIZE, 30

Kitchen: Redesign
on a budget

Laaking to redecarate
yaur kitchet an a budget?
Meed soime Meas or ad-
WIEEE Wl Thee IRl iar Do

n sign.and
Fantdan
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1-l|l ﬂli' ngtonfros-
TP E B L0
Lo sig bwo aom kichans
Lhatl raceivad 2 Mmekeyer.
L the Pesmie page, olich
on the “Blops” nk; fram
there, click an “Intedar D&
BA Gvd Fashloi ™ under
‘Roosor Blogs.”

The Freaman children
have thair own section
of cabinatry for jackats,
hats, backpazks and
lunehbowes, and trinkhots
in the mudmom.

School system: How to keep your home and kids ready for class

It"s hisrd ondugh to control your own belang-
ngs; Mow pod baglopacks, lunthboxos, Brary
Baakis, gy clothes, homework and permis-
sion slips — all of which prasent bach-to-
sohool erganlzing chollengns, Beat the clutter,
and get organized with thoso three stations:

Drop Station

W You nead: & modulee cubiby disign,

B How it works: Every clubd 12 aaalgned his
of har awn cubby, o multiple cubbées, 0 @n
omtlly secassihle looalion near yaur home's
entrance, Siare backpacks, shoes and spart-
Ing wEjLipimiant

B Buy It The Expedit Bobkcase, 57999 at
Ihaa, oo b wsed verticedy ar harlzomtadly,
r{IrE-IH. gnd Wal-Maert also sell culsby unite;
stackable units ara varsatila. i youwr area is
unsall, use hoaks and o ahoo rack for Bagk
packs and shoes.

L L]
Incoming-Paperwork Station
Craato an area for important papens such as
notes fram a teachar, rip slips and repoet
varga
B You need: A fray, bas o hanging file
faldar,

B How It works: When children ampty back

pinckis, Ehoy plico papers i the boi, Pamants

road, slgn and relio popers 10 the backpook.
| Buy itz The Eldon Oplimizer, 531.959 a1 DF-
flce Max, which provides four letter-se oy
and slots for important papers. Pick attractive
Hams in eyvo-catohing colors,

Important-Records Station

Keep Important papers such 85 8 schoal cal
endas, teacher contact rifdermation pndg dis-
trict polcios in o ooslgnated spmeon

W You neod; & three-fing bnder or a file
faldar that stands updght, prefecably without
o flep,

B How It works: Flace papers i a tree-nng
binsgnr of Nle falder and stom near § phons
Thé binger can be referenced with tabs, al
thaugh everything must be hole-panched,

=] Huy It Mom's Notebook, 320, avalable &t
(523} 202-2198 ar Susan{@perfociiyplaca-
d.arg, O aneck aut Litedos, $28 85 ot soo)n-
nawaork.com, The Expanding Desktop File,
$10.95 yourmo.eom, hone 10 pockats and
& tesk bar that holds phaotos, buslress caids
and ropers: Consider a separate bindar ar
EGk Tor Eaeppakos, artwer and schoolwork,

— Gamnidl Mews Servio:



DARIA BISHOP, Tr rhe Feae P
Dana Freeman demaon-
strates how the battom
shell serves as a step to
ranch the high shelves
above the washer and dryar
in her awand-winning mud-
raom. Freoman helped vith
the doslgn, and thae cabi-
natry was bullt by Pora-
gring Contracting Inc. In
tha spring of 2006,

ORGANIZE:
Make school-
home transition
go smoothly

Continued from Pags 1C

A storge spot for hier arch
nemesis: her husband An-
drew's hockey bag. His bulky
goar found a home on a gen-
erous shelf in the lwundry
closet. A fall cubby provides
a spot for sports gear, such
as snowboards, skis and golf
chulba,

Vermonts cold winters
necensliate a large collectlon
of scarves, hats and gloves,
Ench family member hans
three drawers in a buflt-in
dleeaser. Winter weither alan
brings wet clothes — radiant
foors dry up residual mods-
ture, The ation of the
laundry facilities within the
mud room make it eagy o
toss  wet, sweaty, dirty
clothes right into the wash,

Freamun poaltioned o
large mirror by the front
door, ideal for a quick ¢heck
before heading out. Bins and
shclves by the front door put
ilems st peed o be e
turned, such as a library
ook, in view,

B Plan for the fufure.

= lot of poople maks the
mistake of planning for the
momment,” Breeman sald, Al
though you might have gra-
de-achoolers who ploy soc-
cor and T-ball now, in a few
years your feend might be
playing other sporis and
have different storage needs,
To  sccommodate  Duturne
necds, Freeman made the
ahielves adjustable and
planned the space o work
for activities in every season.
B Maximize space.

Freeman  utllized  every
square Inch of space [rom
floor to ceilling with cabinets
high and low, She mosxi-
mized functiondal  storage
space in the cublw/Tocker
gystem with shelves that are
deep enough for two sets of
shoes front 1o back, numer-
ous hooks for jackets and
bags, and fupctional cubbles
that divide each locker and
provide space for sun block,
Eisses, tovs and sunglisses,
Owerhead eabinets with
closed doors provide adjust-
able shelving o hold hel-
mels, sports pear such as
skates, and extra bags.

In the laundry closet,
cloged doors hide the side-
by-gide washer and dryer.
Overhend  storige  houses
lnundry  supplics, cleaning
products and houschold
irems such as light bulbs and
pagr g,

B Don't neglect aesthot-
e,

Freeman  wanted s
home's cnl? o be \l‘L‘]mh
ing and functional
warm  maple  wood, Lu:
windows and  Dbrlght [}
pickle® walls make the
spice inviting and echo the
materials wsed  hroughout
ithe rest of the hose,

1 wanted it to look like
builtin furnitwre, not cabi-
neiry,” sald Frecinan, ges-
turing to the cubbles and
dreesers, She  nchieved a
comfortable look with de-
ralls — a wooden X" on
the bnek wall of the cublies
evikes the look of o barn, a
slate switch plate and rustic
knobs add texture, and ne-
trnctable doors for the laun-
dry closet are practical and
create a clean look.

Comfact  Michelle Iifelhdwii  wl
GG0-T885 or medelbaumEblp bar-
Fingtonfrrpeascam.




